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Preface
Mulla Hasan Kashi Amuli is one of the poets of 7th and 8th century A.H.
who has spent his life totally in composing poetry in the praise of infallible
Imams specially Amir-al-Mu’minin ‘Ali (A.S.). He in spite of bearing
hardships of poverty and difficulties of life never turned towards praising the
kings.

One of the poems of this Shi‘ite poet is the famous "haft-band" comprising
of 91 couplets in the praise of Maulay-i-Muttaqiyan (the lord of the virtuous
[title of Imam °‘Ali (A.S.)]) which has made his name eternal. This
"tarkib-band" [poem of several stanzas of equal size] which tells us of the
sincerity and honesty of the poet at the threshhold of Amir-al-Mu’minin is
accomplished with different kinds of literary adornments and its content is
totally taken from the verses of Quran and authentic traditions without
hyperbolizing. This "tarkib-band" achieved much fame among the men of
letters and many of the poets wrote parody on it and some wrote it nicely to
the extent that the "haft-band" itself became more famous and renowned than

its versifier.
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4 Haft-Band-i-Haftad-Band

The author of this book has included fourteen haft-bands, from among the
haft-bands composed in the imitation of Kashi Amuli’s hafi-band, which were
found after bearing a lot of hardship, in this book after editing.

He, in a lengthy and scholarly preface, firstly talks about the life and works
of Mulla Hasan and then his "haft-band" and finally his method of work in
detail. After the preface, the illustrations of some pages of the manuscripts
containing the poems attract the eyes and thereafter the main text of the book
starts. The first "haft-band" belongs to Mulla Hasan and following it thirteen
"haft-bands" are placed in order of the date of their composition. The author
before each "haft-band" gives a short biography of its composer and at the end
of haft-bands he writes the sources of biography and also the addresses of the
texts which were the sources of poems.

The thirteen "haft-bands" belong to the following poets:

1. Salimi Tun1 (d. 854 A.H.).

2. Sidqt Istrabadi (d. 952 A.H.).

3. Muhtasham Kashani (d. 966 A.H.).

4. Nithar1 Tuni (d. 968 A.H.).

5. ‘Urfi Shirazi (d. 999 A.H.).

6. Mulla ‘Ali Sabir Tabrizi (10th century).

7. Mir Haidar Mu‘ammay1 Kashani (d. 1052 A.H.).

8. Fayyad Lahij1 (d. 1072 A.H.).

9. Haji Futuha Maraghei (11th century).

10. Mugbil Isfahani (d. 1157 A.H.).
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Preface 5

11. Hazin (12th century).

12. Muftt Ahsan (13th century).

13. Mir Fida ‘Al1 Sahib Tanha (13th century).

In addition to it one '"Takhmis" [composing "Mukhammas" or a verse
containing five lines] by Muhammad Reda Khan Shamlu and one
"tadmin'[inserting the verses of another in one’s own poems] by an unknown
poet show off. The last part of this book is the explanation of difficult, rare
and compound words and also the list of sources.

This collection, in the field of religious literature, is considered a
subjective research which shows some missing links of Persian literature and
introduces some unknown Persian poets. It is hoped that this research work
would be accepted by the authorities and they, along with benefiting from it,

would endeavour for its accomplishment.
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